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• Names of fungi are governed by the International Code of 
Nomenclature for algae, fungi, and plants

• Current Code is the Madrid Code 

• Code is updated every five years - changes are approved at 
Nomenclature Section of an International Botanical Congress

• Provisions in the Code specific to names of fungi are in Chapter F

• Changes to Chapter F are approved by an IMC Fungal 
Nomenclature Session

• Chapter F last amended at IMC12, and changes were directly 
incorporated into Madrid Code



The Code has:

• Articles (rules that MUST be followed)
• Recommendations (things that you SHOULD do)
• Notes (explanations for Articles)
• Examples (illustrate the application of Art. and Rec.)

Key Articles – relate to valid publication

• Art. 38.1 - must be description OR diagnosis (although ideal if both)

• Art. 39.2 - description or diagnosis must be in Latin OR English

• For new species to be valid, the genus needs to be validly 
published, either previously, or at the same time (Art 35.1)



Type citation is crucial – Articles 8 & 40
• “type … is either a single specimen conserved in one herbarium 

… or a published or unpublished illustration” Art. 8.1
• Type must be designated using the words “typus” or “holotypus” or an 

equivalent in a modern language, such as holotype, type, etc. (Art 40.4)

• Institution in which the holotype is lodged MUST be cited (a collector’s 
number alone is not sufficient) – Art. 40.5

• The holotype MUST be cited as lodged in ONE institution (Art 40.5)

• Duplicates of holotype are isotypes (which can be in a number of other 
institutions and/or the same institution as the holotype)

• If the type is a living culture, it must be specified that it is “preserved in a 
metabolically inactive state” – Art. 40.7



Orthography (i.e. right spelling)

• If you mis-spell epithet - not a fatal flaw, but is 
annoying (correction has to be made by name 
repository)

• Please keep epithets simple (alba, eucalypti, 
libertiae, australiensis) or consult a Latin scholar

• Remember - adjectival epithets agree in gender 
with the gender of the genus (see MycoBank for 
gender)



Indication of “sp. nov.” (Rec. 32A.1)

Diagnosis (Art. 38.1) in English (Art. 39.2)

Description (Art. 38.1) in English (Art. 39.2)

Citation of identifier (Art. F.5.2)

Citation of holotype (Art 40.4) in single 
fungarium (Art. 40.5)

Follows Rec. 38B.1 by having 
both diagnosis and description
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